
West Nile Virus detected within the BLSG District 

By Will Mathis – Director of Operations 

Brandon, VT., (September 13, 2018) – The Brandon, Leicester, Salisbury, Goshen and Pittsford 

(BLSG) Mosquito Control District and the Vermont Department of Health (VDH) reports that mosquito 

samples collected in the towns of Brandon and Leicester have tested positive for West Nile Virus (WNV). 

The first positive case of WNV in Brandon was collected on 7/30/18. More recently a positive sample 

was collected on 09/04/18.  

On Friday, August 31 the VDH reported that one batch of mosquitoes tested positive for West Nile Virus 

from the town of Leicester, which was collected on 08/20/18. Six batches of mosquitoes also tested 

positive for WNV from Leicester collected on 08/16/18.  

One batch of mosquitoes tested positive for WNV from Whiting, collected on 08/27/18 and one batch 

from Sudbury collected on 07/09/18. Both towns border the western side of the District. As mosquitoes 

can fly 1-3 miles or more with a prevailing westerly wind, the BLSG District is subsequently affected.  

West Nile Virus is a serious threat that can be fatal. There are no vaccines or medications to treat WNV 

for humans. In 2012, two Brandon residents died from Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE). This reported 

case is in addition to numerous animals that have perished due to these mosquito borne illnesses.  

The BLSG Insect Control District remains vigilant in our efforts to fight these pests. The District 

encourages residents to cooperate with mosquito control officials throughout the season, and to do their 

part by eliminating potential mosquito breeding habitats on their property. In addition to being a nuisance, 

mosquito-borne diseases are a major public health concern.  

Mosquito season typically runs from April to early October. During this time, mosquito control officials 

will conduct a variety of routine activities, which includes surveillance of mosquito populations, species 

identification, source reduction, biological control initiatives, ground and aerial application of 

insecticides, and public out-reach and education.  

Mosquito numbers have increased in the past week, due to sustained higher temperatures and the recent 

storms. West Nile Virus activity is not unusual for this time of year. The District is observing a greater 

number of species that carry this disease.  

The BLSG utilizes specialized ultra-low volume (ULV) fogging/spraying machines for control of flying 

adult mosquitoes. The District treats both public and private roadways. According to the Centers for 

Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) adulticide spraying will not harm people, pets, animals or the 

environment. Due to very fine atomization, the ULV sprayers use small amounts of chemicals which are 

strictly handled in accordance to the law. 

Due to this latest development with WNV, the District urges residents to use mosquito repellents. For a 

list of CDC-recommended repellents, please visit the CDC website at 

https://www.cdc.gov/westnile/prevention/index.html.  For additional information regarding the BLSG 

mosquito control district, visit our website at https://blsgmosquito.wordpress.com or contact the District 

at 802-247-6779. 

https://www.cdc.gov/westnile/prevention/index.html

