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We thank the citizens of BLSG District for their support during the 2017 season. Joint multi-town 

efforts are economical and efficient for all. Communication and cooperation with property owners, 

residents and the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, are critical components in the effort to reduce and 

control mosquito populations. The BLSG is dedicated to improving the quality of our efforts through 

training, program development and continuous education.  

Larviciding is one of the most economical ways to control mosquito populations. The District is 

able to target certain areas with larvicide applications. July 5th-7th marked the largest aerial treatment the 

District has done treating 5,500 acres. This is in addition to another treatment that took place on May 12th 

covering an additional 2,400 acres. Both treatments were a success with a 95% kill ratio. 

The BLSG Insect Control District provides larvicide & adult surveillance during the months of 

April through October. The weather has not been in our favor this season. It was an extremely wet spring, 

early summer and the weather remained warm into the fall months. This resulted in the BLSG team 

performing numerous site visits and found multitudes of larvae throughout the district.  

Adult surveillance serves as a critical part of the BLSG’s Integrated Mosquito Management 

program. By understanding population levels within the District we can determine the level of nuisance 

mosquitoes, genus & species and location in which the mosquitoes are breeding. Light traps were placed 

near established mosquito breeding habitats. Critical sites are located along the Otter Creek watershed. As 

conditions change, the BLSG has the capability to apply the correct larvicide to control outbreaks. While 

safety to humans and wild-life is paramount, this flexibility minimizes the environmental impact and 

increases the safety of an already safe program.  

The BLSG again thanks the citizens of the district for their support and reminds them to take the 

necessary precautions against mosquitoes. Mosquitoes transmit pathogens that cause some of the worst 

diseases known, including malaria, yellow fever, dengue fever, zika and encephalitis. However, 

mosquitoes only transmit the pathogens. In most cases, they must feed on someone with the disease to be 

able to transmit it to another person. Adult mosquitoes reared from larvae collected from ponds seldom 

carry pathogens. Do not let field-caught mosquitoes feed on your hand. 
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