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We thank the citizens of BLSG District for their support during the 2016 season. Joint 

multi-town efforts are economical and efficient for all. Communication and cooperation 

with property owners, residents and the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, are critical 

components in the effort to reduce and control mosquito populations.  

The BLSG Insect Control District provided larvicide & adult surveillance during the 
months of April through August. The BLSG team performed numerous site visits and 
found minimal mosquito larvae within the district. The wetlands were relatively dry this 
season there by preventing a breeding habitat.  
 

The BLSG Insect Control District is dedicated to improving the quality of our efforts 

through training, program development and continuous improvement. Larviciding is one 

of the most economical ways to control mosquito populations. The BLSG is able to 

target certain areas with larvicide applications, rather than spraying miles of road for 

adult mosquitoes. For the 2016 season, our staff is evaluating the efficacy of new 

application techniques including the use of an Argo and hand tools.  

The BLSG again thanks the citizens of the district for their support and reminds them to 
take the necessary precautions against mosquitoes. Mosquitoes transmit pathogens 
that cause some of the worst diseases known, including malaria, yellow fever, dengue 
fever, zika and encephalitis. However, mosquitoes only transmit the pathogens. In most 
cases, they must feed on someone with the disease to be able to transmit it to another 
person. Adult mosquitoes reared from larvae collected from ponds seldom carry 
pathogens. Do not let field-caught mosquitoes feed on your hand. 

Larvae eat many things. They graze over rocks and plant material removing growing 

algae and bacteria. They will filter feed from polluted water, but the water in which they 

live must never be allowed to develop a scum as they must be able to contact the air 

through the siphon at the end of the abdomen. Both male and female adults feed on 

nectar. Females also feed on blood which is needed to produce eggs. Some species 

can produce eggs without a blood meal. Males do not feed on blood. 

Larvae and pupae live in water, usually still water. They do not survive well in rushing 

streams or badly polluted water. Adults hide in vegetation near water or in cool, damp 

places. Many species fly in search of blood meals in the evening. 



Mosquito larvae are important food for fish and other predatory aquatic animals. Many 

fish and predatory aquatic insects eat larvae and pupae. Bats, birds and spiders eat 

flying adults Adult mosquitoes are also important food for birds, bats and other 

arthropods, including dragonflies and spiders. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Will Mathis 

BLSG Larvicide Coordinator 

 


